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Fighting Fascism and
Sacrificing for Love

Hemingwqy was a larger-than-life
personality.

In his popular novel, For Whom the
Bell Tolls, we can see some of the
author in the character of Robert
Jordan, and idealistic young Ameri-
can in 1930's Spain, who accepts a
doomed mission to blow up a
bridge.

Through his lyrical melody-driven
music, Brian Wilbur Grundstrom
brings out the emotional depths of

the characters and brings new
insight to this Hemmingway classic.
Using the full versatility of opera,

Dorsen's libretto and Grundstrom's
music explore Hemingway's themes
of trust, loyalty, honor, love, betrayal,
fear, pain, loss, and sacrifice, while
adding modern insight, as Robert
Jordan’s notions of honor clash with
the reality of civil war.

The opera takes place in the moun-
tains of northern Spain during the
Spanish Civil War in 1937.

www.brianwilbur.com
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Everyone sits except Jordan and Maria
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Jordan steps away from the others.
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Maria crosses to Jordan with the food, then moves away several steps, absorbed in her own thoughts.
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Pilar and Jordan go back into the cave. Jordan shines his flashlight on the two backpacks.

There is a long slit from top to bottom of each one. Jordan reaches into both to see what is missing.
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The women awaken and the men enter

from the back room of the cave.
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Everyone stands except Pablo
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Maria sings from outside the cave.
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The men exit to the back room of the cave.
The women go back to sleep.
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Pilar lingers a bit.
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Pilar sits
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Maria returns to Jordan's sleeping bag and pretends to be asleep.

Jordan leaves the cave and crosses to Maria.
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Slightly Slower J

Jordan looks at Maria
Maria stays seated
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Pilar and

Augustin stand

Jordan sits
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Act Two Scene Three

if your bel-ly should be full There is no doc-tor to op-er-ate if you take a
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Act Two Scene Three

There is someone at the blanket at the entrance of the cave. Pilar grabs a rifle. But it is Pablo who
pushes through the blanket.
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Agustin fills his pockets with grenades. He has more grenades clipped on
one shoulder, and a full bandolier of ammunition hangs over the other shoulder.
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With all of their things packed, the men and Amalia, along with Pilar, Jordan, and Pablo leave
the cave. Jordan crosses to Maria who presents him with his belongings all packed up.
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Augustin stands and eyeballs Jordan
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